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In contemporary Jordan, the Islamic movement is “aggressively” involved in society 
and succeeding in acquiring a strong political influence due to ‘democratization’ that 
started in ١٩٨٩. This article attempts to point out the reasons of the increasing 
Islamists’ preoccupation with women issues.  It also tries to show how the Islamists’ 
framing of this issue in cultural terms has a primal appeal, especially among most 
socially alienated groups. 
 
There are several justifications for the increasingly predominant place of gender in the 
Islamic discourse.  The first refers to the historical antagonism between Islam and 
Christendom colonial authorities.  This antagonism is reflected in a sort of resistance 
against colonialism and cultural imperialism represented with feminism.  It also 
represents a historical revenge by highlighting the moral decay of the west mirrored in 
degrading status of western women. 
 
The second reason is the serious changes in women’s role in society.  Women entered 
into the wage labor force, the educational system and in the public domain in general, 
thus challenges the traditional order of gender relations.  Along with this factor, a 
change in the class composition of the female labor force accompanied with 
increasing number of women enrolled in higher level education.  Accordingly, women 
become increasingly visible and significant in the process of the expansion of the 
middle strata. 
 
The third reason for choosing women as targets of Islamization agendas becomes 
more intelligible in the context of class resentment especially against the upper class 
that adopts western values and life styles.  
 
This preoccupation and politicization of women’s dress and conduct were manifested 
in ١٩٩١ after electing Islamists deputies in the parliament. They called for applying 
modifications in the bureaucratic and educational levels that allow more separation 
between men and women. 
 
The article concluded that since women construct a symbol of Islamic authenticity, 
Islamists attempt to construct and invent new social arrangements in response to the 
inexorable march of social and economic change and to cultural confrontation with 
Judaism and  Christianity. 

 


